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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method p e rform e d by a comput i ng syst e m to 
enhance metadata associated with media on a commun i cations network , sate the 
method comprising the st e ps of : 

retrieving sate the metadata from a media source on th e commun i cat i ons 
n e twork from which sate the media is available; 

parsing sa i d r e tri e v e d the metadata associated with sate the media into at l e ast 
on e f iel d a plurality of fields of the metadata; 

identifying, using a processor, an incorrect field of the metadata by comparing 
oontonts of oaoh of sa i d at l oast one fi el d the fields of the metadata with cont e nts of at 
le ast on e f iel d corresponding fields of accurate metadata of the media stored in a valid 
database, the incorrect field of the metadata not matching a corresponding field of the 
accurate metadata from an author i tativ e sourc e whos e accuracy i s known, e ach f ie ld of 
m e tadata compar e d with e ach fi el d of author i tative m e tadata b e ing a compar e d f iel d, 
wh e r e in th e author i tat i v e sourc e i s not a p e rson, i s not sa i d m e dia, and is not sa i d 
m e d i a sourc e from which said m e tadata was r e tr ie v e d ; and 

mod i fy i ng sa i d correcting the metadata bv modifying the incorrect field of the 
metadata based on the corresponding field of the accurate metadata i f said compared 
f ie ld cont e nts do not match tho cont e nts of at l oast one fie l d of authoritative metadata, 
wh e r ei n cod e imp le m e nting th e m e thod i s stor e d in m e mory of th e computing syst e m 
for e x e cution by a processor of tho computing syst e m . 
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2. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

wh e r ei n said st e p of mod i fying said m e tadata compris e at le ast ono of rop l ao i ng 
sa i d compar e d f ie ld w i th a corr e spond i ng fi el d of said author i tat i v e m e tadata, corr e cting 
said oomparod fiold in acoordanoo with a corrosponding fie l d of sa i d authoritat i vo 
m e tadata, and adding at le ast on e a field of author i tat i v e the accurate metadata to said 
the metadata. 

3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said authoritativ e the accurate metadata is obtained from at least one of 

a multimedia file, a streaming media file, a uniform resource indicator (URI), a database, 
a media file header, a media file footer, a metatag, and a transport stream. 

4. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , further 
comprising th e st e ps of : 

receiving sa i d m e tadata and corr e spond i ng media files , wh e r e in sa i d 
corrosponding m e d i a fil e s ar e formatted in at least one of a plurality of formats; 

providing media files formatted in the same format and associated metadata to a 
corresponding format specific metadata extractor; 

determining if a media file is unavailable or corrupt; and 

if said the media file is unavailable or corrupt, performing said stop of the 
comparing step at a predetermined time in the future. 
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5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said the media comprises at least one of an extension selected from the group 
consisting of .ram, .rm, .rpm, .mov, .qif A .wma, .cmr, .avi, .swf, .swl A .mpg, .mpa, .mpl, 
.mp2, .mp3, .m3a, and .m3u. 

6. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein sa44 the metadata compris e comprises elements related to at least one of 
content of the media, intellectual property rights associated with the media, and 
instantiation of the media. 

7. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein satel the media comprises at least one of multimedia and streaming media. 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wh e r ei n sa i d communicat i ons n e twork is further comprising connecting the media 
source, the valid database, and a computer comprising the processor to a comput e r 
network. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer system for enhancing metadata 
associated with media on a computer network , the sate computer system comprising at- 
least on e comput e r, a l l comput e rs in sa i d system be i ng communicativoly coup l ed to 
e ach oth e r, wh e rein e ach of sa i d at l e ast on e comput e r inc l ud e s at le ast on e a_ 
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processor and a memory for storing a program , which when executed by the processor 
causes the stor e d there i n for a l lowing communication betw ee n e ach and evory of said 
at l e ast ono computer, e ach of said at least ono program op e rat i ng in conjunction w i th 
on e another to causo sa i d at le ast on e computer system to perform the steps of: 

parsing said the metadata associated with said the media into at loast ono field a_ 
plurality of fields of the metadata, wherein said the metadata is retrieved from a media 
source on tho communicat i ons network from which said the media is available; 

identifying an incorrect field of the metadata by comparing contents of oach of 
said at le ast ono field the fields of the metadata with contents of at l oast on e fi e ld 
corresponding fields of accurate metadata of the media stored in a valid database, the 
incorrect field of the metadata not matching a corresponding field of the accurate 
metadata from an author i tat i v e sourc e whos e accuracy is known, e ach f ie ld of m e tadata 
compar e d w i th e ach f iel d of authoritativ e m e tadata b ei ng a compar e d f iel d, wh e r ei n sa i d 
author i tat i v e sourc e i s a database ; and 

mod i fy i ng sa i d correcting the metadata by modifying the incorrect field of the 
metadata based on the corresponding field of the accurate metadata if said compar e d 
f ie ld cont e nts do not match contents of at l e ast on e fi e ld authoritativ e m e tadata; and 

storing said mod i fied metadata in an i ndox, wh o roin said i ndex i s not said 
author i tat i v e sourc e , is not sa i d media, and i s not said media source from which said 
m e tadata was retr i eved . 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having 
embodied thereon a program for causing a processor to enhance metadata associated 
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with media on a communications n e twork , the ssM computer-readable storage medium 
comprising: 

instructions to cause sate! the processor to parse said the metadata associated 
with sai4 the media into at loast ono fiold a plurality of fields of the metadata, wherein 
sa4d the metadata is obtained from a media source on th e communications n e twork ; 

instructions to cause saM the processor to identify an incorrect field of the 
metadata by comparing the fields compar e contents of e ach of said at le ast on e f iel d of 
the metadata with cont e nts of at l e ast on e f iel d corresponding fields of accurate 
metadata of the media stored in a valid database, the incorrect field of the metadata not 
matching a corresponding field of the accurate metadata from an author i tativ e sourc e 
whos e accuracy is known, e ach fi e ld of m e tadata compar e d with e ach f iel d of 
author i tativ e m e tadata b ei ng a compar e d f iel d, wh e r ei n sa i d authoritat i v e sourc e is a 
databas e , and wh e r ei n said author i tativ e sourc e is not sa i d m e d i a sourc e; and 

instructions to cause sakl the processor to mod i fy sa i d correct the metadata by 
modifying the incorrect field of the metadata based on the corresponding field of the 
accurate metadata if said compar e d f iel d cont e nts do not match cont e nts of at le ast on e 
f iel d of author i tat i v e m e tadata; and 

instructions to caus e sa i d proc e ssor to stor e said modif i ed metadata i n an i nd e x, 
wh e r ei n said i nd e x i s not sa i d author i tativ e sourc e , is not said m e d i a, and is not sa i d 
m e dia sourc e. 

1 1 . (Canceled) 
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12. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
10, further comprising: 

instructions to receive said m e tadata and corr e spond i ng media files , wh e r e in 
sa i d m e d i a f i l e s ar e formatted in at least one of a plurality of formats; 

instructions to provide media files formatted in the same format and associated 
metadata to a corresponding format specific metadata extractor; 

instructions to determine if a media file is unavailable or corrupt; and 

instructions to perform said st e p of the comparing step at a predetermined time in 
the future if said the media file is unavailable or corrupt. 

13. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
10, wherein said the media comprises at least one of an extension selected from the 
group consisting of .ram, .rm, .rpm, .mov, .qif A .wma, .cmr, .avi, .swf, .swl,. .mpg, .mpa, 
.mpl, .mp2, .mp3, jn3a, and .m3u. 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
10, wh e r ei n said m e ans for caus i ng sa i d processor to modify said m e tadata performs at 
least ono of the fol l owing act i ons so l octod from th e group oonsisting of r e placing said 
compar e d fi el d w i th a corr e spond i ng f ie ld of said authoritativ e m e tadata, corr e cting s a id 
compar e d f ie ld i n accordanc e with a corr e sponding fi el d of said authoritativ e m e tadata, 
and further comprising: 

instructions for adding at l e ast on e a field of author i tat i v e the accurate metadata 
to said the metadata. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
10, wherein said author i tat i v e the accurate metadata is obtained from at least one of the- 
following souroos select e d from tho group cons i sting of a multimedia file, a streaming 
media file, a uniform resource indicator (URI), a database, a media file header, a media 
file footer, a metatag, and a transport stream. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 0, 
wherein said the metadata compr i s e comprises elements related to at least one of the- 
fol l ow i ng typ e s s ele ct e d from th e group cons i sting of content of the media, intellectual 
property rights associated with the media, and instantiation of the media. 

17. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 

1 0, wherein sai4 the media [[is]] comprises at least one of tho follow i ng modia so l octod 
from tho group cons i st i ng of streaming media and multimedia files formatted in at least 
one of a plurality of formats. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
10, further comprising: 

instructions to determine whether the author i tative sourc e valid database 
qualifies as a ground truth database by calculating a score representing a degree of 
similarity between cont o nts of at loast on e fi e ld the fields of noisy the metadata and 
cont e nts of at le ast on e fi e ld the corresponding fields of the accurate metadata from the 
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authoritat i v e sourc e valid database , wherein the authoritat i ve source valid database 
qualifies as [[a]] the ground truth database if the ca l cu l at e d score satisfies a threshold 
value. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The comput e r system of claim 9 A wherein sa i d at 
le ast on e the computer further performs th e st e p of : 

calculating a score representing a degree of similarity between contents of at 
loast ono f i eld the fields of noisy the metadata and oontonts of at l oast ono fi e ld the 
corresponding fields of the accurate metadata from the author i tativ e sourc e valid 
database ; 

comparing the ca l cu l ated score to a threshold value; and 

determining whether the authoritat i ve source valid database qualifies as a ground 
truth databas e, whorein th e authoritative source qua l ifies as a ground truth database i f 
tho calcu l ated scoro satisfies tho thresho l d va l ue based on the comparison . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising tho steps 

of: 

comparing oontonts of at lo ast ono f i e l d the fields of fteisy the metadata with at- 
l e ast on e f iel d the corresponding fields of the accurate metadata from the author i tativ e 
soufse valid database ; 

based on the comparison, calculating a score representing a degree of similarity 
between the flotsy metadata and the accurate metadata from tho author i tat i ve source ; 
and 
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when the ca l culated dogreo of simi l arity score satisfies a threshold dogroo of 
simi l ar i ty value , determining indicat i ng that the author i tat i ve source valid database is a 
ground truth database. 

21 . (New) A computer-implemented method to enhance metadata associated 
with media, the method comprising: 

receiving media files formatted in at least one of a plurality of formats; 
providing media files formatted in the same format and associated metadata; 
determining, using a processor, if a media file is unavailable or corrupt; 
upon determining that the media file is not unavailable or corrupt: 

retrieving metadata associated with the media file from a media source 
from which the media file is available; 

parsing the metadata associated with the media file into a plurality of fields 
of the metadata; 

comparing the fields of the metadata with corresponding fields of accurate 
metadata of the media file stored in a valid database; 

calculating a score representing a degree of similarity between the fields 
of the metadata and the corresponding fields of the accurate metadata based on 
the comparison of the fields and the corresponding fields; 

comparing the score to a threshold value; 

determining, using the processor, whether the valid database qualifies as 
a ground truth database based on the comparison of the score and the threshold 
value; 
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upon determining that the valid database qualifies as the ground truth 
database: 

identifying, using the processor, an incorrect field of the metadata 
that does not match a corresponding field of the accurate metadata; and 

correcting the metadata associated with the media file by modifying 
the incorrect field of the metadata based on the corresponding field of the 
accurate metadata. 
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